
NWT ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMITTEE
TERMS OF REFERENCE

Background:

Let me start by saying that the problem of access to justice is not a new one. As
long as justice has existed, there have been those who struggled to access it.
But as Canadians celebrated the new millennium, it became clear that we were
increasingly failing in our responsibility to provide a justice system that was
accessible, responsive and citizen-focused. Reports told us that cost, delays,
long trials, complex procedures and other barriers were making it impossible for
more and more Canadians to exercise their legal rights.

(Beverly McLachlin, P.C., Chief Justice of Canada "Introduction: A Roadmap for
Change", October 2013)

While the NWT experiences many of the same problems of access to justice, there are
also distinct challenges including: geographic, cultural and language barriers; limitations
on communications infrastructure; and limited access to both private and legal aid
counsel.

The NWT Access to Justice Committee ("the Committee") will provide strategic
direction and leadership to coordinate NWT initiatives with the aim of improving and
promoting access to justice across the Territory.

Significant work to advance national awareness and action to improve access to civil
justice was undertaken recently by the National Action Committee on Access to Justice
in Civil and Family Law ("NAC"). As a starting point, the Committee will review the
NAC's final report "A Roadmap for Change" (attached*) to determine whether it can
adopt the principles and goals therein and build upon the options for change that the
report contains.

Purpose:

Using a timeline created by the Committee, the Committee will:

 identify barriers that reduce access to justice for NWT citizens;
 share information about existing programs, services, court procedures or

protocols designed to enhance access to justice;
 recommend enhancements to existing programs, services, court procedures or

protocols that can remedy existing barriers;
 recommend new responses to identified barriers that may include:

o alternative / innovative models of legal service delivery,
o alternative mechanisms for dispute resolution,
o early intervention measures,
o litigation funding,



o specialist courts, alternate processes,
o revised / simplified court procedures,
o enhanced use of technology or other expedited procedures, or
o recruitment, admission, or retention of counsel.

 identify any legislative changes necessary to effect the identified responses;
 consult or liaise with individual stakeholders, access to justice groups, members

of the judiciary or government agencies or departments; and
 create measures to assess the effectiveness of existing, enhanced or new

programs, services, court procedures or protocols.

Membership:

The Committee will initially be comprised of one representative for each of the following
organizations:

Law Society of the NWT
Canadian Bar Association
Department of Justice GNWT
Legal Services Board
Supreme Court
Territorial Court

Margo Nightingale will be the Committee's Chair.

At its first meeting, the Committee will review and confirm its membership. The
Committee will identify other stakeholders who, while not members of the Committee,
may nonetheless provide information, advice or other assistance.

In their work, the members commit to:

 work collaboratively in a collegial atmosphere;
 meet once every 4-6 weeks (at the Law Society Boardroom);
 attend all scheduled meetings to the best of their ability;
 champion the Committee and its stated principles and goals.

Deliverables:

The Committee will:

 prepare quarterly written reports of the work in progress to be distributed or
published in a manner determined most appropriate by the Committee;

 provide annual reports of its work to the Law Society membership at the Annual
General Meeting in December 2014, and thereafter;

 prepare any further written materials as may be needed to develop and create
proposed new programs, services, protocols or procedures;



 provide a final report for public distribution.

Resources and Budget

The Committee will be assisted by the Executive Director of the Law Society, Pam
Naylor.

At present, there are no new funds dedicated to the operations of the Committee, and it
will operate within the existing means of the body each represents.

Dated: April 24, 2014 (as amended June 24, 2014)


