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The University of Victoria Access to Justice Centre for
Excellence (UVic ACE) is pleased to announce the launch of
its newsletter. NEWSLINKS is a periodical publication
whose goal it is to identify information from the media, the
courts, government and the academy that will be of interest
to those pursuing enhanced access to justice in British
Columbia.
You can subscribe to future issues of NEWSLINKS
through the “Subscribe” button at the bottom of
the UVic ACE website. Click on the following link to go to
the website and subscribe www.uvicace.com.

The focus of ACE
is on applied
research that
seeks practical
resolutions to
improve access to
justice

Access to Justice Links
Coming Events
• BC’s First Access to Justice Week,
October 1-5, 2018, at UVic, Allard and
Thompson Rivers University Law
Schools.
http://www.a2jweekbc.ca
• The 7th National Pro Bono Conference,
October 4 -5, 2018, Morris J. Wosk
Centre for Dialogue, Vancouver.
“Seeing the Need, Taking the Lead”
https://probonoconference.ca/
• Justice Hack BC 2018, Vancouver
Legal Hackers, Sept 29 10:00 am –
Sept 30 3:00 pm. “The goal is to create
a working prototype that will improve
the way British Columbians resolve
(or avoid) disputes.”
https://www.justicehackbc.org/
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A2J and Legal Education
• Bridges over the chasm: design and
abolition of articling (SLAW: Noel
Semple, July 27, 2018) “What should
people who want to practice law have to
do before they are licensed?
This perennial debate has bloomed once
again.”
http://www.slaw.ca/2018/07/27/bridgesover-the-chasm-licensing-design-and-theabolition-of-articling/
• Lakehead and Ryerson trying to chart
different path (Law Times: August 27,
2018)
https://lawtimesnews.com/author/anitabalakrishnan/lakehead-and-ryersontrying-to-chart-different-path-16137/

A2J and Legal Practice
•

Rules change could hamper access to justice:
advocates (Law Times, August 6, 2018)
“… amendments to the Federation of Law Societies
of Canada’s model rules to prevent money
laundering could negatively impact access to
justice.”
https://www.lawtimesnews.com/article/ruleschange-could-hamper-access-to-justice-advocates16052/

•

Uniform Law Conference of Canada tackles ediscovery harmonization (C. Gruske, The Lawyer’s
Daily, July 20,2018) “Efforts are underway to
establish rules that would govern the e-discovery
process across the country.”
https://www.thelawyersdaily.ca/articles/6853/unifor
m-law-conference-of-canada-tackles-e-discoveryharmonization-?category=news

•

Should teens have a say in their parents’ divorce?
(Vancouver Sun, July 30, 2018) “… especially with
the appeal, I feel as though I’m in the room, but
I’ve been muted.”
https://vancouversun.com/news/national/ianmulgrew-should-teens-have-a-say-in-their-parentsdivorce

•

First paralegal practitioners in Utah are expected to
be licensed in 2019 (ABA Journal, August 7, 2018)
Effective November 1st Utah will become the
second state, following Washington State, to license
non-lawyers to practice law in prescribed areas
without lawyer supervision.1
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/first_paral
egal_practitioners_in_utah_are_expected_to_be_lic
ensed_in_2019/?utm_source=maestro&utm_mediu
m=email&utm_campaign=weekly_email

Did you
know?
UVic ACE was established
in 2015 in response to the
Canadian Bar Association’s
Equal Justice report of
2013. The report
emphasized the lack of
access to justice research
and the poor state of
metrics and data collection
within Canadian civil
justice systems. Observing
that “you can’t manage
what you can’t measure”
the report drew an explicit
link between the system’s
lack of metrics and
measurement capacity, and
the relative ineffectiveness
of efforts over the last
twenty years to enhance
access to civil justice.

3

A2J Research and
Reports
•

•
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Client and Lawyer Satisfaction with
Unbundled Legal Services: Conclusions
from the Alberta Limited Legal Services
Project (Canadian Research Institute
for Law and the Family, August 2018)
Link from
http://www.crilf.ca/publications.htm
Summary Legal Advice Services in
Alberta: Survey Results from the First
Two Years of Data Collection
(Canadian Research Institute for Law
and the Family, May 2018) Link from
http://www.crilf.ca/publications.htm

•

An Evaluation of Alberta’s Mandatory
Early Intervention Case Conferencing
Pilot Project (Canadian Research
Institute for Law and the Family,
August 2018) Link from
http://www.crilf.ca/publications.htm

•

Judicial Discretion as Political Choice:
The Supreme Court of Canada’s Costs
Awarding Power (Canadian Journal of
Political Science, August 22, 2018)
“…these findings suggest a sensitivity
to access to justice concerns when
making cost orders…”
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journal
s/canadian-journal-of-political-sciencerevue-canadienne-de-sciencepolitique/article/judicial-discretion-aspolitical-choice-the-supreme-court-ofcanadas-costs-awardingpower/D95A32B31E83A96770F3C819B
72E4E65

A2J and Self-Represented
Litigants
•

B.C. launches online divorce tool
offering step-by-step guide to sever the
knot (CBC News, July 11, 2018). “The
Online Divorce Assistant Application
for couples without children can even be
used on a smartphone.”
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/britishcolumbia/bc-launches-online-tool-forcouples-seeking-divorce-1.4742887

•

B.C. takes steps to stem tide of vexatious
litigants (Canadian Lawyer, August 16,
2018) “Such measures are the inevitable
result of the tide of self-represented
litigants, of which a proportion of cases
brought will be vexatious.”
https://www.canadianlawyermag.com/le
galfeeds/author/elizabeth-raymer/bctakes-steps-to-stem-tide-of-vexatiouslitigants-16089/

•

Supreme Court of Canada starts
publishing plain language case
summaries (SLAW, March 22, 2018)
“We’re doing this because we want
to be more transparent and
accessible to Canadians.”
https://bit.ly/2GieGV2

A2J Articles and Blogs
•

Understanding the value of alternative dispute
resolution (Access to Justice BC, Chief Justice
Robert Bauman, June 19,2018)
https://accesstojusticebc.ca/2018/06/understandingthe-value-of-alternative-dispute-resolution/

•

Ten A2J Problems For Legal Tech to Solve (Gillian
Hadfield in Artificial Lawyer, February 22, 2018)
https://www.artificiallawyer.com/2018/02/22/prof-gillianhadfield-ten-a2j-problems-for-legal-tech-to-solve/
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